Your Security
What cops and crooks say your doing wrong.

You’re an easy target.  These security missteps may surprise you, or at least remind you what police dramas taught: Be careful out there.  Here are the mistakes to avoid at home, with your electronics, and for your personal finances.

At Home

Making a break-in too easy
About half of all break-ins aren’t break-ins, but walk-ins.  Families get in a hurry in the morning; kids going to school, running late for work, doctors’ appointments, what have you, and forget to take that one or two minutes to check the doors and locks usually on the back side of the house.  You have a pet, you let it out to do its business and then forget to lock the door.

Remember, to turn on your home alarm.  In a security survey of 1,038 U.S. homeowners, 43% of people in the survey who had an alarm said they at least occasionally don’t turn it on when they’re not at home.   Some other troubling numbers.  19% of people in the survey said that they at least occasionally leave doors at home unlocked when they’re out, and 26% of survey respondents said they at least occasionally leave windows unlocked when they’re not home.

Leaving your garage door open

In addition to providing access to everything in the garage, the door most likely leads to an interior door and access to your house.  That interior door probably isn’t as strong as an exterior door.  And once a burglar’s in your garage, the neighbors can’t see him.

Obscuring your house

Tall hedges and fences hide windows and doors, giving thieves cover to work.

Advertising a vacation

People often don’t do anything to make the house look occupied.  Put some inexpensive kids’ toys on the lawn.  On Facebook, share news of your trip only after you return.
