Call before you dig
811 is the federally-mandated number designed by the FCC to consolidate all local “Call Before you Dig” numbers and help save lives by minimizing damages to underground utilities.  One easy phone call to 811 starts the process to get your underground pipelines and utilities lines marked for FREE.  When you call 811 your call will be routed to Pennsylvania One-Call System, Inc.  Once your underground lines have been marked for your project, you will know the approximate location of the underground facilities, and can dig safely.  More information regarding 811 can be found at www.call811.com.
The following color code chart will help determine which utilities have marked their underground utility line:




WHITE – Proposed excavation







PINK – Temporary survey markings



RED – Electric power lines, cables, conduit and lighting cables



YELLOW – Gas, oil, steam, petroleum or gaseous materials


ORANGE – Communications, alarm or signal lines, cables or conduit



BLUE – Potable water lines



PURPLE – Reclaimed water, irrigation and slurry lines



GREEN – Sewer lines

Pipeline Marker Information
Pipeline markers are another important safety precaution.  Since pipelines are buried underground, pipeline markers are used to help in their identification.  Pipeline markers are found where a pipeline intersects a street, highway or railway.  Be aware of any pipeline markers in your neighborhood.  Write down the natural gas operator’s name and phone number in case of an emergency.  While markers are helpful, they provide very limited information

Markers DO show:
· That a pipeline is in the area

· The product transported

· The natural gas company’s name and emergency phone number

Markers DO NOT show:
· The depth of the pipelines

· The number of pipelines

· The exact location of the pipelines

For more information regarding pipeline safety and an overview of the pipeline industry, please visit the following websites:

Pipeline 101 - www.pipeline101.com
American Gas Association (AGA) – www.aga.org
Dig Safely – www.digsafely.com
Common Ground Alliance (CGA) – www.commongroundalliance.com
